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NOTICES 25 April 2021 
 
 

Dear Friends,  

By the time Sunday comes, the Northampton Methodist District will have met for Synod and 
discussed the report we looked at in some detail a couple of years ago, "God in Love Unites Us'.  
It is a wide ranging report and all the discussions and views will inform the conversation at Synod 
and go on to inform the Conference where votes will be taken.  This is one of the more 
controversial reports that has come before the Methodist Church in some time.  The URC went 
through a similar process before the Methodists, and it is a debate that is current in all 
denominations to greater and lesser extents.  Yet in both our churches, however deeply held 
convictions are, the conversations themselves have been full of generosity and grace, respectful 
listening and insightful remarks.  I have no reason to think that the discussions will be any different 
this time around, either in Synod or Conference.  It has been wonderful to see the ability of God's 
Church to agree and disagree well, and hold and support those who hold contradictory 
convictions.  This is surely something which the wider society is in need of.  There will of course 
be those who rejoice in the outcomes and those who will be hurt by the outcomes.  Please do pray 
for the church as a whole as it seeks to be faithful disciples of Christ as it sees this particular 
report through to the Conference. 

Every blessing,  

Ian 

CHURCH NEWS 

All Saint’s has returned to In-Church Worship:  We will be following Covid Precautions – so 
congregation size is limited and there can be no congregational singing. Face masks will be worn, 
and social distancing and hand sanitisation guidance observed. To reserve you place please book 
online or call the office – 01235 520282. All calls will be acknowledged, so please do not turn up 
without confirmation. 
Provision of Service at Home sheets, and the Sunday morning Zoom Service will also continue. 
Sunday 2 May: Morning Worship led by Revd Alan Grist 
Sunday 9 May: Morning Worship led by Deacon Selina 

Sue and Phil would like to thank everyone who has kept the family in their prayers. Grandson, 
Jack, had his final chemo from his year long treatment on Friday. We have to wait for an MRI scan 
to see if it’s been successful and then his PICC line can be removed. Phil, meanwhile, starts his 
month long, daily (except Wed/ Thurs) radiotherapy on May 3rd. 

Just Women: the next meeting is via zoom on Wednesday 28 April at 7.30 when we shall talk 
about favourite foods and whether or not these have changed during lockdown.  Please contact 
Judith PB for the link if you are not already on the virtual list. 

Donations: For those members who normally donate on a Sunday in Church you are very 
welcome to do so by post or by hand to Richard Matthews at 32 Abbott Rd, Abingdon, OX14 2DU 
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or by hand to the Church postbox by 25th April 2021. If you would prefer to set up a standing order 
please e mail finance@abingdonallsaints.org.uk  We will then pass on the necessary bank details. 
Thank you to everyone for their continued support: we are very grateful.  
Richard Matthews Chair of the Finance Committee 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Y-Pray: The World Day of Prayer's annual Y-Pray weekend conference provides a stimulating and 
supportive experience where women explore different ways to pray individually and together. This 
year, the conference has been moved online! 
The Zoom will be held on Saturday 1 May 10am-1pm for a time of encouragement and 
refreshment which will include worship, fellowship, a talk, and entertainment. Worship will be led 
by Helen Pollard from Christian Music Ministries; the main speaker is Laura Hewitt, the Vicar of St 
James, New Barnet; and Anna Nicolson will introduce nominees for Woman of the Year in her 
award-winning character comedy show.  
Book on the website (£10) - https://www.wwdp.org.uk/y-pray-2021/. 

New Plan for Immigration: The Government has recently published this new plan aimed at 
increasing the fairness of the asylum system and deterring illegal entry into UK.  JPIT* considers 
that many of the measures included risk creating more injustices in the system which will increase 
the trauma experienced by asylum seekers coming to UK. Read more: 
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/the-new-plan-for-immigration/ 
The Government has produced a consultation document inviting responses by May 6th  
*Joint Public Issues Team, which represents Baptists, Church of Scotland, Methodists and URC.   

Christian Aid Week 10 – 16 May:  the Abingdon Christian Aid Committee are working on Covid 
secure plans to mark Christian Aid Week in Abingdon. Plans include delivering House to House 
envelopes to a selection of roads in Abingdon using Delivery-only envelopes. These envelopes will 
include information about how people can make a donation if they wish to the work of Christian 
Aid. Details of the normal Christian Aid donation site will be given and also a link for our Abingdon 
e-envelope the total proceeds from which we shall be able to monitor. The final option will be for 
donors to bring their donation envelope to a publicity stall in the Market Place on the morning of 
Saturday 15th May.  If you would be willing to help deliver these envelopes please contact Cliff 
Marshall (candpmarshall@btinternet.com).  

Foodbank: Currently the foodbank needs jam, shampoo (for men & women) and children’s sun 
screen as each child has to take own supply to school.  The foodbank definitely does not need 
pasta, tea or baked beans.  Thank you for your continued support.  Donations can be taken to 
Christ Church on Tuesdays and Fridays between 9am & 1pm or left in supermarket collection 
boxes.  Judith PB 

Can you help? The new International Director of Church Mission Society is moving from Brazil to 
Abingdon and is looking for a house to rent for his family (they have two young girls). Andy 
founded Revive, a charity rescuing street children in Recife and was awarded the MBE in the New 
Years Honours. Further information from andyroberts48@hotmail.com or from Bishop Henry 
Scriven (henry.scriven@gmail.com or 07789635260) 

DENOMINATION NEWS 

This month, Revd Helen Cameron, Chair of the Northampton District, became the Moderator 
Elect of the Free Church Group and the Free Church President Elect of Churches Together in 
England. In this blog Helen details who the Free Churches Group are and what do they do. 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/the-methodist-blog/free-churches-group-revd-helen-cameron 

Aldersgate: two Reflect quiet mornings are to take place for Aldersgate on the 22nd or the 24th 
May 2021, 9.30am-12.15pm, via Zoom.  This is the first part of two quiet morning events exploring 
Wesley’s spiritual journey. Part two will be held in the early autumn. 
More information from:  
https://www.reflectretreats.co.uk/documents/events/2021/20210410-Quiet_morning_22_May_2021.pdf 
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WORSHIP 

In the Circuit:  There is a weekly Sunday morning Service on Zoom at 10:30am For more information 
contact Revd Keith at - keith.underhill@methodist.org.uk. 

A short Act of Worship will also be posted on the Circuit YouTube channel  

More widely the Methodist and URC are making resources available on line: 
Methodist  or  see https:// Methodist.org.uk 

By phone: Listen to a  Prayer 0808 281 2514   
or     News: 0808 281 2478  
or     a pastoral message 0808 281 2695 
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