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NOTICES 21 February 2021  

In church Services at All Saints are currently suspended until further 
notice. The provision of Service Sheets to Worship at Home, and of 
Notices will continue. 
 

Dear Friends, 

As I write it is Ash Wednesday.  Lent has begun.  The fun of the pancake 
races are over.  In the service where people are marked with ash, there 
are two sentences: 'Remember that you are dust and to dust you will 
return' and the more hopeful and positive, 'Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to Christ'.   

It is this second phrase that holds the key to all that Lent is about.  
Turning, or returning to God and Godly values, principles and ways of 
living.  To do that, we might need to give something up, or take something 
on, maybe both.  But this is the season to draw near to God and learn of 
his will for us and for his Church.  Maybe the lockdown during this 
pandemic gives us further opportunity to seek God than we might 
otherwise have had.  So why not take it and start a new adventure with 
God?  For God promises to be with us every step of the way.  

Every blessing 

Ian  

CHURCH NEWS 

 
We give thanks for the life of  

Rosemary Perrow 
who died on Friday 19 February 

David has asked for prayers for her, and for the family 
No flowers please, either now or for the funeral 
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Church Finance: For those members who normally donate on a Sunday in Church 
you are very welcome to do so by post or by hand to Richard Matthews at 32 Abbott 
Road, Abingdon, OX14 2DU or by hand to the Church postbox by 28th February 
2021. If you would prefer to set up a standing order please e mail  
finance@abingdonallsaints.org.uk  We will then pass on the necessary bank details. 
Thank you to everyone for their continued support: we are very grateful.  
Richard Matthews Chair of the Finance Committee. 

On Your Bike!   Marion and Paul Williams have Raleigh bicycles in good condition 
that they no-longer ride.  If anyone would like to give them a home, please contact 
Paul and Marion on 01235 524654 or williamspaul819@gmail.com  If whoever 
wants them would like to make a donation to Future Pillars (Zambia) it would be 
appreciated.  Marion's is a 'shopping bike' with two baskets, Paul's is a 'Town and 
Country' bike with 21 gears. Both have lights. 

We give thanks for the life of Nicola Price who died on 1 February. Her cremation 
will take place on 22 February at a time unknown. It has been suggested by the 
Vicar of Christ Church that the Churches together could use a ‘Simple Reflection at 
Home’ at 2 o’clock on 22 February to remember Nicola and give thanks to God for 
her life.  A copy will be made available on the website. 
Sylvia and Martin 

Guided Meditations: Following the success of the Introductory Course, the Rev 
Eileen Appleyard, is planning a follow-up course, after Easter based on some of the 
Easter stories. There will be five or six meetings in this series beginning on the 15th 
April at 7.30pm on Zoom. To register please contact her by email 
eileenappleyard13@gmail.com, if you can do that as soon as possible planning can 
start. 
Eileen writes: For those who may wonder what is involved the meditation lasts about 40 
minutes. At its heart the style of the group is centred around a time of quiet Ignatian style 
meditation in which individually we each have chance to imagine being with Jesus based 
on a Gospel reading and to have time in his presence to simply ‘be’ there. Prior to the 
meditation itself there is a time of approach in which we are invited to relax and many find 
that also serves to quieten our minds of some of the clutter and worry we carry especially 
in these strange times. Each evening is complete in itself so it’s OK to miss an occasional 
one if necessary. 

Lent Reflections: Wednesday 17th February is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent. Deacon Selina has prepared a series of weekly Lent Reflections, which will 
become available on the website on the Wednesdays in Lent and over the Easter 
weekend. Click on the 'News stories' link on the Home Page: 
https://www.allsaintsabingdon.org.uk/news/church-news.html 

There will be Circuit wide Lenten study group on Tuesdays, via Zoom, with the 
sessions lasting for one hour from 7:30pm-8:30pm. We will be using “Woven” a 
Lenten study written and complied by Rev’d Michaela Youngson, the former 
President of Conference. Everyone is welcome to join in and take part. 
Each study will follow the pattern of 

A short act of opening worship and setting the scene, 
Presentation and input, 
Break Out groups (each with a small number of participants for guided   

mailto:eileenappleyard13@gmail.com
https://www.allsaintsabingdon.org.uk/news/church-news.html


  conversation and discussion) 
Short plenary and closing devotions. 

The themes are: 
Tuesday 23rd February - Week 1 Into the wilderness 
Tuesday 2nd March  - Week 2 On the mountain top 

All those who are already on the Zoom Sunday Service distribution list will 
automatically receive an invitation.  If you currently do not take part in the Zoom 
services but would like to be part of this initiative or if you are aware of others who 
might like to join in, please contact Revd Keith directly. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Quiet Garden Day on Saturday 27 February 2021 10 am - 4 pm. Leaders: Sue 
Sheppy and Keith Green. Title: Absence and Presence. This will be on Zoom, but 
with plenty of off-screen time throughout the day. Let Abigail Perrow 
(abi.perrow@googlemail.com) know if you wish to attend and she will send you the 
materials for reflection and the Zoom link, nearer to the time. 

Foodbank: There is an urgent need for bars of soap and household cleaning 
materials please, also a plea for any Bags for Life that you may have and are happy 
to give to the foodbank.  Gifts may be taken to Christ Church on Tuesdays or 
Fridays between 9am and 1pm or placed in the box provided by some supermarkets 
for foodbank donations.  Many thanks Judith PB 

 

From the Diamond display 
48 Years of Praise 

We moved into Abingdon in the summer of 1971 and immediately 
transferred our Methodist membership from Grove Methodist Church 
to All Saints.   Music has always been important for us in  worship, 
Marion has a copy of Handel’s Messiah presented to her by the 
Methodist church in Lancashire where we were both brought up in 
recognition of her having sung in a the church’s junior choir when 
she was12 years old; actually, she sang alongside her elder sisters 

in a performance of Messiah when she was seven!  Paul sang tenor in the same 
church choir as a teenager before leaving for university. 

When we arrived in All Saints, we joined the choir which was directed by Ben 
Kingdon and was strong; we regularly sang anthems at services and All Saints 
hosted performances of Oratorios from time to time.  We were delighted that All 
Saints had a good modern organ that had been specified by the founding organist, 
Jack Moore.  The choral tradition of the Church was strong and followed a course 
set by it first minister, Rev’d Tony Perry, who was a gifted musician who wrote 
choral music for the choir to perform. 

All Saints has been blessed with a succession of committed musicians including 
Beryl Fudge, who served for many years, Chris Reason, who’s organ studies were 
sponsored by the Church; Ken Blackwell, who was a fine organist and wrote many 
pieces for the choir to sing at services, often an original introit which we sang at 



most Sunday evening services and 
anthems in the morning.  Now we 
are fortunate to have Chris 
Greenough whose fine playing 
enriches our Sunday worship and 
has maintained our worship 
experience causing us to want to 
give thanks for and celebrate 48 
years of Praise at All Saints. 

The preface to the 1933 Methodist 
Hymn Book starts with the words 
‘Methodism was born in song’.  
Singing in Methodism is not just an 
expression of Praise, but, as the 
1933 preface says, ‘Charles Wesley 
wrote the first hymns of the 
Evangelical Revival when he and 
his brother were ‘filled with the Holy 
Spirit’ and from that time onwards 
the Methodists have never ceased 
to sing.  It is in its hymns that 
Methodist theology is most clearly 
expressed and in consequence Methodism has always been able to sing its creed.’ 

Throughout our lives, preachers have come and gone, friends in church have 
passed on, strange, to us, worship songs have appeared and many musicians have 
offered their best talents in worship but at the centre of our living experience of 
worship in the church there has been the sound of men, women and children 
praising God as they raise their voices to heaven in song.  Long may it be thus. 

With grateful thanks for 60 years of praise in Appleford Drive, we celebrate this 
wonderful Diamond Jubilee. 

Marion and Paul Williams 

  

WORSHIP 

Spiritual sustenance when in isolation. A new page on the Methodist Church website signposts 
resources to help nourish your spiritual life.  
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/spiritual-sustenance-when-in-isolation 

In the Circuit:  There is a weekly Sunday morning Service on Zoom at 10:30am For more 
information contact Revd Keith at - keith.underhill@methodist.org.uk. 

A short Act of Worship will also be posted on the Circuit YouTube channel  

More widely the Methodist and URC are making resources available on line: 
Methodist  or  see https:// Methodist.org.uk 

By phone: Listen to a  Prayer 0808 281 2514  
or     News: 0808 281 2478 
or a pastoral message from the President and Vice-President of Conference 0808 281 2695 
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