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NOTICES 14 February 2021  

In church Services at All Saints are currently suspended until further notice. The 

provision of Service Sheets to Worship at Home, and of Notices will 
continue. 
 

Dear Friends, 

During this pandemic a number of people have said things like 'one day 
just merges into another'.  The normal things we do that used to give the 
week shape and direction have been taken away.  Yet for this very 
reason somethings have become even more important because they are 
now events in our week.  Things to look forward to. 

In the same way, marking things like birthdays or anniversaries or other 
things have become important.  As someone said to me this week, having 
something to look forward to - something to celebrate - is almost more 
important now than it usually is.  

This week, we celebrate Shrove Tuesday and mark the beginning of Lent 
with Ash Wednesday.  The traditions say that Shrove Tuesday was to use 
up the things in the larder.  Today it is often about going out especially to 
get what you need to make pancakes and the wide variety of toppings.  
So perhaps this week, we can all celebrate something as we make 
pancakes and toss them trying not to get them stuck on the ceiling.  
Celebrate the starting of another season when, again traditionally, we try 
to draw nearer to God.  As we draw nearer to God, may we celebrate all 
the more knowing the God's love surrounds us all. 

Every blessing 

Ian  

CHURCH NEWS 
Guided Meditations: Following the success of the Introductory Course, the Rev 
Eileen Appleyard, of All Saints, is planning a follow-up course, after Easter based on 

http://www.allsaintsabingdon.org.uk/
mailto:rev.ian.griffiths@gmail.com
mailto:selina.nisbett@methodist.org.uk


some of the Easter stories. There will be five or six meetings in this series beginning 
on the 15th April at 7.30pm on Zoom. To register please contact her by email 
eileenappleyard13@gmail.com, if you can do that as soon as possible planning can 
start. 
Eileen writes: Throughout my retirement I have been interested in Spirituality, and in the 
first lockdown there came a chance to do a short course which qualified me to lead a 
meditation group under the auspices of a group called TakeTime (taketime.org.uk). It is 
what is described as a ‘Fresh Expression’ of the Methodist Church. This particular group 
itself is sponsored by All Saints Methodist Church Abingdon. For those who may wonder 
what is involved the meditation lasts about 40 minutes. At its heart the style of the group is 
centred around a time of quiet Ignatian style meditation in which individually we each have 
chance to imagine being with Jesus based on a Gospel reading and to have time in his 
presence to simply ‘be’ there. Prior to the meditation itself there is a time of approach in 
which we are invited to relax and many find that also serves to quieten our minds of some 
of the clutter and worry we carry especially in these strange times. Each evening is 
complete in itself so it’s OK to miss an occasional one if necessary. 

Lent Reflections: Wednesday 17th February is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent. Deacon Selina has prepared a series of weekly Lent Reflections, which will 
become available on the website on the Wednesdays in Lent and over the Easter 
weekend. Click on the 'News stories' link on the Home Page: 
https://www.allsaintsabingdon.org.uk/news/church-news.html 

Circuit Lent Material:   

Circuit Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30pm on Wednesday 17th Feb via Zoom.  

This will be followed up with a Circuit wide Lenten study group on Tuesdays, via 
Zoom, with the sessions lasting for one hour from 7:30pm-8:30pm. We will be using 
“Woven” a Lenten study written and complied by Rev’d Michaela Youngson, the 
former President of Conference. Everyone is welcome to join in and take part. 
Each study will follow the pattern of 

A short act of opening worship and setting the scene, 
Presentation and input, 
Break Out groups (each with a small number of participants for guided   
  conversation and discussion) 
Short plenary and closing devotions. 

The themes are: 
Tuesday 23rd February - Week 1 Into the wilderness 
Tuesday 2nd March  - Week 2 On the mountain top 
Tuesday 9th March - Week 3 Turning the tables 
Tuesday 16th March - Week 4 No condemnation 
Tuesday 23rd March  - Week 5 A grain of wheat 
Tuesday 30th March - Week 6 Passion: Anointing and betrayal 

All those who are already on the Zoom Sunday Service distribution list will 
automatically receive an invitation to both the Ash Wednesday Service and the 
Lenten Study Group.  If you currently do not take part in the Zoom services but 
would like to be part of this initiative or if you are aware of others who might like to 
join in, please contact Revd Keith directly so that he can add you, and them, to the 
list.   
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Rosemary is now staying in Sobell House where she is comfortable. Thanks to 
friends who have sent her and the family their prayers and good wishes. Rosemary 
is still able to receive and read emails but apologises that she can not always reply 
to many of these. David 

For those of you who remember Doreen Worth, it will be nine years on 23rd March 
since she passed away, and her grandsons, Matt and Chris, have asked if they 
could make a donation to the Church in her memory. The family now live in the 
USA, their father Stephen has a birthday coming up and Matt and Chris have asked 
if people at All Saints who remember Doreen and Jim would like to share any 
memories with them to pass to Stephen to make his day special. Please contact me 
or the Office for Matt’s email or to pass on a message. Thanks. Margaret Ellwood 

We are very sad to report that our amazing friend, Nicola Price, died last peacefully 
last night from Covid and kidney failure.  We will never forget the incredible way in 
which she cared for dear Bernard Tingley despite her own numerous medical 
problems. She had no surviving family but was cared for remotely by Elisabeth 
Chown from Christchurch who was her official next of kin.  She did not want a 
funeral so when it is possible we will arrange a get together in her memory. Eizabeth 
will let me know the time of the cremation so we could light candles then. 
Sylvia and Martin 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Christian Aid New Year Walk 2021 raised over £1,000 - a magnificent 
outcome from what was a very successful format for a self-managed walk. Thank 
you to all who walked and / or donated. (The anagram challenge gave 
NEIGHBOUR). The On-line quiz raised a further £850.  

Abingdon Carbon Cutters: online meeting 7.30pm Wednesday 17 February via 
zoom (please email: carbon.cutters@gmail.com for the code). Theme: The Climate 
Crisis: does it need ACC & XR? 

Quiet Garden Day on Saturday 27 February 2021 10 am - 4 pm. Leaders: Sue 
Sheppy and Keith Green. Title: Absence and Presence. This will be on Zoom, but 
with plenty of off-screen time throughout the day. Let Abigail Perrow 
(abi.perrow@googlemail.com) know if you wish to attend and she will send you the 
materials for reflection and the Zoom link, nearer to the time. 

Foodbank: There is an urgent need for jars of coffee, smaller rather than the larger 
ones please, there is also a plea for any Bags for Life that you may have and are 
happy to give to the foodbank.  Gifts may be taken to Christ Church on Tuesdays or 
Fridays between 9am and 1pm or placed in the box provided by some supermarkets 
for foodbank donations.  Many thanks Judith PB 

Sunday 14 is also Racial Justice Sunday, read more from Churches Together in 
Britain & Ireland. 

WORSHIP 

Spiritual sustenance when in isolation. A new page on the Methodist Church website signposts 
resources to help nourish your spiritual life.  
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/spiritual-sustenance-when-in-isolation 
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In the Circuit:  There is a weekly Sunday morning Service on Zoom at 10:30am For more 
information contact Revd Keith at - keith.underhill@methodist.org.uk. 

A short Act of Worship will also be posted on the Circuit YouTube channel  

More widely the Methodist and URC are making resources available on line: 
Methodist  or  see https:// Methodist.org.uk 

By phone: Listen to a  Prayer 0808 281 2514  
or     News: 0808 281 2478 
or a pastoral message from the President and Vice-President of Conference 0808 281 2695 

From the Diamond display  

The congregation 
at All Saints has 
always been 
aware of life 
outside the church.  
There have been, 

‘5 minute spots,’ where people 
from various organisations have 
talked about the issues they are 
concerned about or working with. 

Housing and homelessness have 
been issues in our country for 
many years.  Homelessness has 
grown and grown as government 
policies have made some people 
very rich and many others 
homeless or living in conditions 
quite unacceptable in modern, 
western, society. 

Food banks have grown and are 
now a necessity in towns like 
Abingdon where some families - 
even those with working adults - 
can no longer provide adequately 
for their children. 

Loneliness and anxiety impair the lives of many.  Education can help and improve 
the prospects of some but provision is manipulated by some  
so that not everyone has the same opportunities. 

In the wider world All Saints is always ready to respond quickly to relief funds when 
disasters occur, wherever they happen.  Members understand the basic need 
worldwide for safe drinking water and sanitation by promoting, 'Twinning Toilets’.  All 
Saints supports many charities both within the Methodist connexion, and elsewhere. 

Lastly, we only have one planet and we know that we have to take good care of it. 

Mary de Vere 
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